Report from the Chair
Robert C Schenck Jr MD

I’m pleased to present the third edition of the University
of New Mexico Orthopaedics Research Journal. As the
only academic orthopaedic training program in the
state, we provide service and information that benefit the
people of New Mexico and the community of orthopaedic
practitioners who care for them, something we’ve done with
distinction for 45 years now. One of the ways we accomplish
this goal is through sharing orthopaedic information with
our many partners in New Mexico and the Southwest. I’m
proud to give you this report of some of what we’ve done in
the past year.
Our faculty continues to grow. We welcomed Dr. Bryon
Hobby and Dr. James Clark this year. Both Bryon and
Jimmy are alums of UNM Orthopaedics and we are happy
to have them back. We are also adding Dr. Cory Carlson,
Dr. Jess McMichael, Dr. Dustin Briggs and Dr. Charlotte
Orr to the team during the course of next year.
We wish our senior residents well as they end this
phase of their careers and begin new ones. Taylor Jobe is
leaving for a hand surgery fellowship at the University of
Virginia in Charlottesville. Nate Morrell is going to Brown
University in Rhode Island for a hand surgery fellowship.
Jenna Godfrey will do a pediatric fellowship at Children’s
Hospital of Los Angeles. Seth McCord will join the Air
Force team at Elmendorg Air Force Base in Anchorage,
AK. Charlotte Orr will be joining the orthopaedic team at
Sandoval Regional Medical Center in Rio Rancho. They all
have contributions in this issue of the journal, something
which I am most proud of.
I want to thank Dean Smith, MD (Class of 2000) and
John Franco, MD (Class of 2003) and all of our loyal alumni
for their great efforts and support through the Sandia
Orthopaedic Alumni Society (SOAS). SOAS brings UNM’s
orthopaedic surgeon training program full circle for former
and current residents, fellows, and faculty. We have two
annual events each year to honor former residents hosted
by SOAS. The Eric Thomas Memorial Golf Tournament
is held each September in honor of Eric Thomas (Class of
2004). We see alumni from all over the country back in
Albuquerque, on the UNM Championship Golf Course
enjoying the great fall weather. The second event was the
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Joel Lubin Visiting Lectureship held in the spring to honor
Joel Lubin (Class of 2001). Dr. John Kelly from Pennsylvania
University talked about finding the ‘Sweet Spot and Stress
Rx for Orthopaedic Surgeons’. Dr. Brian Robinson (Class of
1998) talked about ‘Life Skills’ and Dr. Dean Smith (Class of
2000) discussed ‘Financial Management’. In the afternoon,
a reverse-shoulder cadaveric course for the residents was
proctored by Dr. Robinson along with our faculty.
The assistance of alumni becomes more important to
the department every year. SOAS, created exclusively for
graduates of our program, has a new lifetime membership
available for a pledge of $25,000, $5,000 each year for 5
years. I’m a proud donor and lifetime member of SOAS,
and invite you to join me in becoming one too. This is an
exciting time to participate in the growth and success of
UNM Orthopaedics.
In addition to supporting the publication of this journal,
you at SOAS will be supporting the residents as follows:
PGY-I will be given jackets with Ortho logos
PGY-II will be given Loupes costing up to $700
PGY-III will be given iPads costing up to $800
PGY-IV will get reimbursement for interview expenses
up to $1000
PGY-V will have the registration fee for their board
examinations covered.
I am pleased to announce that Burke Gurney, PhD, has
accepted the position of Division Chief for Physical Therapy.
The Physical Therapy Division is celebrating their 40th
anniversary this year. To date, we have graduated nearly
800 physical therapists, the majority of whom have stayed
to practice right here in NM! In addition to teaching,
clinical practice, and doing research, the faculty is busily
preparing for their 10 year accreditation cycle which is
coming up next year.
It has been another great year at UNM Orthopaedics and
we thank all of you for your continued support, Alumni,
Faculty and the Community!
Thank you,
Robert C Schenck Jr MD
Professor and Chair

